
20. Matthew 4:18–22 — The Call of the First Disciples 
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

 

    Verse-by-Verse Reflection 

Verse 18 — “As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee…” 

• Jesus begins his ministry not by heading to the temple or recruiting scholars, but by 

walking among ordinary working people. 

• The Sea of Galilee is not just scenic background—it’s symbolic: 

o A place of chaos and mystery in Jewish thought (the sea = unknown). 

o But also a place of livelihood, provision, and now—calling. 

• Simon (Peter) and Andrew are casting their nets—they’re busy with everyday life. Their 

call comes in the midst of normalcy. 

 

 
 

Verse 19 — “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

• This is more than a catchy metaphor. Jesus is saying: 

o “Follow me, and your entire vocation will be redefined.” 

o They will no longer just gather fish to survive—they’ll gather souls for the 

Kingdom. 

• The call is relational ("Come after me") and missional ("I will make you…"). 

• Notice: He doesn’t say, “Believe in me.” He says, “Follow me.” Discipleship is action. 

 

 
 

Verse 20 — “At once they left their nets and followed him.” 

• This verse is striking for its immediacy and simplicity. 

• They drop what they’re doing, without apparent hesitation. 

o No theological debate. 

o No strategic planning. 

o Just trust. 

• This shows their readiness, but also Jesus’ authority—his call compels. 

 

 
 

Verses 21–22 — “He saw… James… and John… They left their boat and their father…” 

• These brothers don’t just leave their work—they leave their family, which is even more 

radical in a culture rooted in familial identity. 

• Following Jesus involves detachment from old securities and identities—not out of 

rejection, but because something greater is breaking in. 

• This moment echoes Abraham’s call in Genesis—“Leave your country, your people, 

your father’s house…” (Gen 12:1) 

 

 



    Spiritual Themes to Explore 

1. Call Happens in the Ordinary 

Jesus doesn’t call them in the synagogue, but at work. God meets us where we are. 

2. Vocation is Transformed 

Fishing isn’t discarded—it’s repurposed. Jesus uses who they are, but redirects it toward 

kingdom purposes. 

3. Discipleship Requires Detachment 

They leave behind nets, boats, father—symbols of work, possessions, and relationships. 

It’s not that these are bad—it’s that following Jesus sometimes requires letting go of the good to 

pursue the greater. 

4. Discipleship is Immediate 

“At once.” “Immediately.” 

There’s an urgency. The Kingdom is breaking in now. When the call comes, you go. 

 

 
    Why “Fishers of Men”? 

• This is not just clever wordplay. 

• In the Old Testament, “fishing” can symbolize judgment (Ezekiel 29:4–5) or gathering 

the scattered (Jeremiah 16:16). 

• Jesus flips the metaphor to emphasize mission, gathering, inclusion. 

• It implies: 

o Drawing people out of chaos and into community. 

o Netting them not in control, but in love. 

 

 
 

   Reflection Questions 

1. What might the “nets” be in your life—things you rely on or are entangled in—that 

you’re being asked to set down? 

2. What does it mean to you that Jesus calls people in the middle of their workday? 

3. Can you think of a time when you sensed God calling you to follow—maybe not literally 

leave everything, but change something? 

4. Do you find the idea of detachment freeing or frightening? Why? 

 

 
     One-Liner to Remember 

Jesus doesn’t just call believers—he calls followers. 

 


