11. The Holy Innocents

This is one of the most difficult and heartbreaking questions that arises from Matthew 2:16-18—the
slaughter of the Holy Innocents. The question of how God could allow such suffering is deeply theological
and requires an approach that acknowledges the pain while also considering the larger biblical picture.

1. Free Will and the Reality of Evil

One of the most fundamental aspects of God’s relationship with humanity is free will. God allows humans to
make choices, even terrible ones. Herod’s massacre was not God s desire—it was the result of a cruel, power-
hungry ruler’s sinful choices.

() James 1:13 — “God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone.’
This shows that evil acts originate in human hearts, not from God.
However, God does not abandon us in suffering. He is with us in our pain, just as He was with the families
of Bethlehem in their unimaginable grief.
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2. The Holy Innocents and the Mystery of Redemptive Suffering
e Though the death of these children is tragic, they are honored as the first martyrs for Christ—even
before they could speak, they died because of Jesus’ presence in the world.
o This connects to a profound biblical mystery: God brings ultimate good out of human evil.
(| Romans 8:28 — “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him.”

While Herod’s sin was not God’s will, He allowed it, knowing that Jesus’ coming would
ultimately bring redemption to all, including the innocent.
The Holy Innocents represent all innocent suffering in the world—their deaths foreshadow how Jesus
Himself, the Innocent One, would suffer and die to save humanity.

3. How Could This Be Part of God's Plan?
It’s important to distinguish between what God allows and what God wills.
e God allowed this tragedy, just as He allows human evil in the world.
o But His plan was never for death, suffering, or injustice—His ultimate plan is for salvation and
eternal life.
o The suffering of these children is deeply tragic, yet it reminds us that Jesus did not come into a world
that was already perfect—He came into a world that desperately needed saving.
Jesus' own suffering and death later prove that He did not exempt Himself from the same horrors that the
children of Bethlehem endured.

4. The Bigger Picture: Hope Beyond Suffering

God does not ignore suffering—He enters into it. Jesus Himself was an infant targeted by Herod, and later,
He would suffer and die unjustly.

(] Matthew 5:10 — “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”

The Holy Innocents remind us that this world is not the end of the story. There is a greater justice and
restoration coming.

5. A Personal Reflection: Where Is God in Suffering?
People might ask: Why didn 't God just stop Herod? The reality is, God rarely intervenes to force people to do
good. Instead, He redeems suffering and ensures that it is not meaningless.

o The Cross is proof that God does not stand apart from our suffering.

e The Resurrection is proof that evil and death do not have the final word.

e The Holy Innocents remind us that even the most unjust suffering is not forgotten by God.



(] Revelation 21:4 — “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or

crying or pain.”
This is the promise: God will ultimately bring justice, healing, and restoration.

Final Thought
The death of the Holy Innocents is not a sign of God’s absence—it is a sign of how much we need Him. The

world was dark, and Jesus came to be the Light that overcomes the darkness (John 1:5). Their suffering,
while tragic, is not forgotten, not wasted, and not without meaning in God’s ultimate plan of redemption.



